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Washington Apple Pi
2017 Photo Contest




How Photos Were Judgeo

e Point out strengths and weaknesses based upon
* Adherence to the Category

 Composition

e Subject




Some General Observations

. Many of the images were blurry and out of focus. You should not submit a blurry
photo into a competition.

. Many of the images were cropped too close to the edges with features either very
close, or cut off. When cropping, you need to give the image a bit of space to breath.

. Many photos had blown-out highlights. When you have very bright areas in photos,
they tend to draw the eye of the observer to the detriment of the rest of the photo.
There are tools available in Photos and elsewhere to tone these down.

. Be aware of distracting elements on the edges of the photo.

. When cropping, you probably need to do more. Determine what the main subject of

your photo is, and crop to ensure that that is the element that draws the observer’s

eye.

Determine what story you are trying to tell with your photo, and whether or not

another person, who was not there when you took the picture, will see the story.

| felt that some photos were in the wrong category, so | moved them to what |

thought was the correct category....



Awards

* | followed the model of the North Bethesda Camera Club to
determine the number of awards in each category.

 The number of awards is roughly 30% of the number of entries in
each category, very loosely rounded up

* | also added a “Best in Show” Award.




Novice - Just a Photo
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Nice use of framing to capture iconic
Washington, DC features, the Washington
Monument and buildings in the
Smithsonian. Everything is sharp and clear,
the cloudy sky is handled well so that there
is no glare and you can see details in the
clouds.

In order to make an image like this truly
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What struck me first about this image is
that everything is nice and sharp, despite
the low light. It is a very good composition
with the sun off to one side and the horizon
down in the lower part of the picture. |
think that the lighting around the sun and
the clouds is quite dramatic.




| like the minimalist concept of this photo,
and having the bench along the center line
of the image works well.

The first thing that stuck me about the
photo is that neither the bench nor the
floor are sharp. Also, the bench is way too
close to the top edge, almost touching it.
With elements close to the edge, you
always need to leave a little bit of
“breathing room”.







This is a simple, but fun, and sometimes
whimsical, photo. Everything is sharp, and
the blue-on-blue coloring works well. |
particularly like the top cloud which looks
like a creature about to swallow something.

The only improvement | could suggest
would be to not cut the bottom clouds in
half. | would have either included the entire
clouds, or cropped the photo to eliminate
them.







The title of this is “I’'m Sad”, and, well, who
wouldn’t be sad if they were laying there
amongst other dead or dying fish. This
photo is well shot. Everything is sharp and
clear. It is an interesting composition.
Overall, the lighting is good.




Novice - Just a Photo
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Novice - Modified













This is an interesting close-up of part of a
piece of old machinery. The presence of
cobwebs show that it hasn’t been used for a
while. The picture sets a somber mood of
age and disuse. It is well composed and
interesting to view.

The lighting on the picture is a bit jarring
and variable, which makes it difficult to
view and understand. The brights are very
bright and the dark areas very dark, setting
a discordant tone.
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This is a very neat picture of the inside of a player piano. The photo shows good use of
shallow depth-of-field with the important elements in the front sharp and clear, and the
background elements somewhat blurry.

The only areas of improvement | would recommend would be to show a bit more of the

machinery to right of the picture (if possible) and to reduce the highlights to tone down the
hot spots, particularly on the left-hand side near the chain mechanism.



Nice cosplay portrait of a girl. The colors are great and | love the expression on her face, a
blend of knowing, innocence and cynicism.

One major problem with the photo is that it appears that her knee is in focus, while her face
and the face of her fish (I think) are somewhat blurry. These are really the most important
elements and should be sharp. Also, because of the column, which is crowding the right side
of the picture, | would have moved back and moved the girl closer to the left side picture to
give her some breathing space.






Novice - Modified Photos
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Advanced - Enhanced







This is a fun and colorful photograph. Use
of the Chrome filter really made the colors
pop and the photo come alive.

As the main subject of the photo is the
rickshaw strewn with flowers, it would have
been a stronger image if you had stepped
back a bit to include the entire rickshaw, i.e.
the entire flags at the top and the entire
front wheel. Also, the bright area and the
people on the right side are distracting and
tend to draw your eye away from the main
subject. You could use the Vignette







Advanced - Enhanced Photos
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Advanced - Monochrome
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Advanced - Monochrome Photos

Cheryl Lavoie



Open - Just a Photo
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This is a fascinating picture with a lot of interesting elements. It looks as if you are shooting
through a window, in the rain, at a cityscape with a river or harbor. The first thing | noticed was
that the buildings towards the center and left are sharp, despite shooting through a window. | can
also easily make out the boats on the water and the palm trees in the foreground.

One suggestion for making this a stronger photo would be to use the Retouch tool in Photos to

remove some of the bright hot spots, especially the three starting a bit more than half way up and
to the right of center.






What really makes this photo are the antics
of the monkeys climbing over the statue
and the feature above it. The picture is
overall very sharp and clear. The lighting
and color are both good.

Since the monkeys are what make this an
interesting picture, | would have focused
more on them. The legs and tail of the
monkey on the bottom are all cut off; the
shot should have been made to include the
entire monkey. Also, the top part of the
feature is cut off. | would have included the
entire feature, or, better yet, shot in closer
to focus more on the monkey. Also, if
possible, it would have been worthwhile to
wait for the monkey in the middle to show






Open - Just a Photo Photos




Open - Modified




The piles with the birds form a good leading
line, taking you to the “different”, the
cormorant. | can see that Photoshop was
used to copy the bird on the second pile to
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Nice capture of a fawn under a tree. The picture is nice and sharp, and the color and lighting
are good.

The only suggestions | would make for this would be to crop in more from the left, there is a
lot of empty space there, and you do want to concentrate on the fawn. Also, | would have

tried to brighten up the fawn’s head a bit.



Nice capture of the egrets and the tower,
with the various buildings forming a
background, and a magnificent sky.
Everything is sharp and clear, and the colors



This is a really good shot of a rhino! Everything is sharp and clear, and the overall lighting
and colors are good.

The only problem is that, if you didn’t know there was a rhino there, you might miss it. |
would have cropped in more on both sides, and, using the “rule-of-thirds” made sure that
the rhino was on the line between the left and middle thirds. Also, as the rhino is the most
interesting part of the photo, | would suggest playing with Adjustments in the Photos app to

try to open the shadows and make the area around the rhino brighter and make the rhino
more visible.






| don’t know what to say except that this is a fantastic composite photograph and a great
effort on the part of the maker. The only possible comment | can think of would be to take
down the highlights on the brighter of the two center images, but that is nit-picking.






The use of the filters on this photo give it
the look of an infrared photo and/or a
metallic print. In the final version, you can
make out vegetation in the foreground, but
it is not clear that it is a tower in the
background. The wavy lines on the tower
almost give the impression of looking down




This is a very nice “slice-of-life” photo of
children killing time at an airport. The use
of the filter gives it an interesting look, and
makes it unimportant that the child on the
left is out of focus (in fact, using this filter,




This is a very fun photo. The processing was mostly successful in mostly producing the look
you desired. For some reason, it did not seem to take on the face and arms of the man in the
center.

Since you used Lightroom, you may want to take another look at this using the Antique Filter
under the Lightroom B&W Toned Presets. Also, | would have cropped this a bit differently, |
would not have cropped so closely on the left so that the elbow would not be practically right
on the edge. Also, | would have cropped more on the right so that the van was not so
obvious...I'm guessing that you cropped the right as you did so that some of the anvil and
hammer would be visible, but | think | would be willing to sacrifice those to get rid of the
van’s tire. Also, a bit of vignetting would have been useful to play down the more modern
elements in the photo.

Finally, while it is still free from Google, | would recommend that you download the Nik apps
and play around with Silver Efex Pro 2.



This was a good attempt at capturing an
interesting image. The room and the
whiteboard are sharp and clear, and the
lighting almost seems to put an aura around

the young girl.

Unfortunately, probably due to the shutter
speed, and her moving, the main subject of
the photo, the young girl is blurry and out







Open - Modified Photos Photo
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Best in Show




Thats It |

We Thank




